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CHAPTER 500 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

MAJOR CHANGES 
1. Chapter 500 has been  completely revised based on the Regulation Reduction Guidelines and new information 
has been added. 
NOTE:  Officers are reminded that Department-issued materials not codified directly or by approved reference in the 
Foreign Affairs Manual or its supplemental Foreign Affairs Handbook  series generally have no regulatory validity 
(see 2 FAM 1110). 

FILING INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Remove and destroy the volume Table of Contents issued under TL:IM-20; 11-1-95 (10 pages), and replace with 
the attached Table of Contents (11 pages). 
2. Remove and destroy Chapter 500 issued under TL:IM-9; 12-15-93 (17 page) and replace with the attached text 
(13 pages). 
3. Insert this transmittal letter immediately following the TL Checklist, fill in the entry line for TL:IM-21, and initial. 
 

DISTRIBUTION NOTICE 
1. The Foreign Affairs Manual (unclassified) and Handbooks are  also being issued internally in CD-ROM format. For 
information on this program, please contact  the INFOEXPRESS Coordinator, A/IM/IS/OIS directly. The Coordinator 
is located in Room 1239 Main State; FAX (202) 736-7304 or E-MAIL via DOSNET:  INFOEXPRESS. Public inquiries 
should also be addressed to A/IM/IS/OIS. 
2. All posts and offices receiving the Foreign  Affairs Manual are responsible for maintaining the FAM on a current 
basis (see 2 FAM section 1116.5), and for ensuring that all copies (including binders) are either retained or returned 
to OIS/RA/DIR if no longer needed. When returning excess or unused materials, include your office/post 
symbols and inform DIR and your message center if you need to have your distribution reduced. 
3. Information on ordering missing TLs and changing distribution is summarized on the back of the volume title 
page, and specified in the volume introduction. 
4. Use KFAM and AINF TAGS on all communications. Direct questions concerning issuance, validity, and updating 
to OIS/RA/DIR. Direct questions concerning substance and interpretations to the office shown at the end of this 
transmittal letter. 

(A/IM/RM/PPB/PR) 


